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ASTONISHING TEACHING OF JESUS
ln the free-fall of constitutional govemment that is now taking
place, many Christians are asking just what they can do to save
the country from tyranny and ruin. They no longer can trust the
courts, and the voting process is invalidated because the illiterate
and gullible citizens are manipulated by the media. The publie is
not aware that most of the high positions in government are now
occupied by international Zionists.
Many are trying to turn the tide by informing people through
newsletters and reports on the internet. But this only reaches a
few in comparison to the millions who watch the managed news
on TV. It is a David/Goliath situation and it looks hopeless.
But God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power and
love and discipline (2 Tim. I:7). He has not left us without instructions and examples.
When Jesus began his ministry the state of Judea was occupied
by their enemy, Rome, and although a bit of self-government was
allowed, the people had no say whatever in selecting those in
authority over them, which often included the most evil of men.
Exorbitant taxation and confiscation of property were commone
crime filled the streets and corruption sat in the courts.
ln the face of these conditions, what did Jesus advise?
"Blessed are the poor in spirit. Blessed are they that
mourn. Blessed are the meek. Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness. Blessed are the
merciful. Blessed are the pure in heart. Blessed are
the peacemakers. Blessed are the persecuted."(lvlatt.
5:3-10) What kind of advice is this for such a time as

that. Didn't his listeners say, "You've got to be kidding." Matthew unites that'the multitudes were astonished at his teaching." And no wonder!
He went even farther. In the midst of violence
and oppression, knowing that the chiefpriests wanted
to kill him and that the Roman soldiers eventually would nail him
to the cross, he said, "Love your enemies, and pray for them that
persecute you." (Matt. 5:44)

Astonishing, indeed! Downright unnafural! How could Jesus,
who was born of human flesh, and tempted in all ways as we are,
so dismiss the normal reaction to the world's treatment?"
For one thing, his worldview was clearly distinct from the
pagan worldview. "My kingdom is not of this world," he explained. "If the world hates you, you know that it hated me before
it hated you." (Jn. 15:18) Before one can be a follower of Jesus he
must decide between God and Caesar, between the kingdom of
God and the kingdoms of this world. Many people are living in
frustration because they ha.ve never done this. They are faithful to
the traditions of their denominations, but powerless and joyless
because of their allegiance divided between God and Caesar.
Jesus challenges us to a new and different kingdom, a view so
radical that they killed him out of fear that his kingdom would
turn man's allegiance from their own worldly kingdom. His
kingdom is geared to one thing: the will of God. He bids us to
"Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness." (Matt. 6:33)
Jesus set before his hearers the way of life which he himself
fbllowed, the instructions which would guide them as they lived in
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a hostile world which hated righteousness and loved sin. Our
attitude to the world about us must be artirely different from the

attitude the world holds toward us. When we recognize this and
accept it as the way it should be, because we are citizsns of another kingdom, we can begin to have peace, even though the
world knows no peace.
For another thing, Jesus had already yielded his life up to be
used as the Father designed. When he was baptized by John he
was declaring his submission to the will of the Father. Immediately he was subjected to severe tunptations in the wilderness, and
from there he entered into a public ministry which, within three
and a half years, would result in his death. But he had already
made the decision to die. "The son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many." (Matt 20:28) His life was not influenced by any of the
ambitions common to the world, nor was it shaped by reactions to
other influences. He had already "lost his life" as far as this world
is concerned.

And this is exactly what he instructs us to do. "He that finds
his life shall lose it; and he that loses his life for my sake shall
find it." (Matt. 10:39) Paul rlnote, "I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no Xonger I that live, but Christ lives in me." (Gal.

2:2$

He explained that when we were baptized, "We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death
....knowing this that our old man was crucified with
him..."(Rom. 6:4,6) One who dies to self is no longer
depardent upon what he is to gain from the world, nor is
he guided by what the world may think of him. He is
concerned about what God may gain and what people
think of Jesus. He is a new creature (2 Cor.5:17), in
another Kingdom, and can view this world objectively
and recognize that it is headed the wrong direction. He
can give of himself freely, for he has been crucified with
Christ. He has been saved from sin and death by the
mercy and grace of God, and from that moment on, every day,
every hour, is a bonus, ,nrith an exceedingly great reward to come.
It is written of Moses: "By faith Moses, when he had grown
up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing
rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, rather than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." (Heb. ll:24,25) When we
choose to follow Jesus we are refusing the security and comfort
which the world (the governmort), promises; we are choosing to
receive the peace and joy God promises, rather than the pleasures
which are sought by the pagan world.
Does this mean ill-treatment and persecution? Perhaps not in
the sense of death or imprisonment as in China or Turkey, although we have the example of Waco and Ruby Ridge. Less
dramatic is the price a Christian student must pay for holding to
the truth in a humanistic university, or the ridicule a teenager may
suffe,r for refusing drugs, sex or alcohol. And what of the laborer
who refuses to pay homage to the labor union, or the employee
who reveals comrption in his company? And what is the reaction
of most people when you decry the godlessness that is called entertainment today? We soon learn what John meant: "They are of
the world: therefore speak they as of the world, and the world

hears thern"(l Jn.4:5), and "We know that we are of God, and the

whole world lies in the evil one." (l

Jn. 5:19)
The modern church has tried to make Christianity compatible
with the world, and its entire organization is patterned after the
world's concepts: a hierarchy fashioned after a business corporation; a staffof highly paid professionals rather than a fellowship
of servants with each one being a priest. It demands one professional sermonizer, rather than the saints edifuing one another.
I cannot imagine Jesus as the Senior Minister pleading for funds
for the multi-million dollar building project. I can't picture him,
while all eyes are closed with the organ softly playrng, pleading
with people to "invite him into their hearts." Rather, I see him
crying, "Repent. If you would be my disciple deny yourself, take
up your cross, and follow me."
This is still the message needed today. All kinds of efiForts
are being made by patriotic citizens to save the nation, to halt the
loss of freedoms, to restore constitutional government, and to preserve national sovereignty. The decline of freedom and national

PAI\ORAMA
NO ACCIDENT? "Flight 800: Accident or Terrorist Attack?' is the
title of a 109 page report by Commander William S. Donaldson, U.S.
Navy (retired). The report, based on an intensive study by independent
experts, alleges that missiles downed Flight 800 - not an accidental fuel
tank explosion, which is the federal official explanation and determination. The Associated Retired Aviation Professionals call for a
"Congressional lnvestigation". In that regard, it is worth reporting that
G. Russell Evans, Captain, U.S. Coast Guard (retired), author of the
book: "Death Knell of the Panama Canal" wrote this in his articles:
o'Al
Gore as chair of the Aviation
"Time to Take Stock of Al Gore":
Safety Committee, suppressed evidence of terrorism on TWA Flight 800
in 1996 after airline donations to Democratic campaigns. Anti-terrorist
measures could cost airlines $1 billion." (Rudolph Blaum, Pres' American Education Association, P.O.Box 463, Center Moriches, NY 11934)
THE MONEY QUEST. Charitable giving is an American innovation.

American people support more than five hundred thousand charities,
paylng for research on disease, and funding poverty programs through
thousands of churches and other organizations. Unfortunately the mission of some of the largest of these charities has been badly subverted, as
revealed in a book written by two college professors. Entitled "LJhealthy
Charities: Hazardous to Your Health and Wealth." According to the
authors, the American Cancer Society, the Heart Fund and the American
Lung Association have subverted their original purposes in a tireless
quest for more and more money that benefits, primarily, the vast staffs
and executives who run the organizations. Their collaboration with organized medicine and with pharmaceutical houses has benefited these
entities as well. Most of their so-called educational programs are nothing
more than ways to raise more money. The American Cancer Society, at
any one time, has an entire year's receipts in reserve, despite the fact that
the society constantly tells the public that it desperately needs more and
more money. Dr. Samuel Epstein of the University of Illinois stated that
this book is "A shocking, though understated expose of the nation's three
largest health charities, documenting self serving, monopolistic practices
and excessive cash reserves, executive salaries and expense accounts,
coupled with minimal support for research, treatment and patient serv-

ices." (The National Educator)

CHEMICAL WEAPONS.

The Sunday Times of London has reported

that Israelijets have been equipped to carry chemical and biological
weapons, which are being manufactured at the Nes Ziona institute for
Biological Research near Tel Aviv. "There is hardly a single known or
unknown chemical or biological weapon that is not manufactured at the
institute," a biologist who is a former Israeli intelligence official told the
paper. Accidents at the plant have killed at least six workers, and alerts
have almost led to the evacuation of the town, but details have been
suppressed by Israel's military censor. An El Al plane that crashed into
the Dutch capital in 1992 was carrying42 gallons of the chemical
DMMT, which was destined for the Nes Ziona facility. When combined
with other chemicals, DMMT can be used to manufacture Sarin nerve
gas. (Ganpac Brief,12198 Box 11124, Pensacola, FL 32524) International Syndicated Columnist Eric Margolis reported Nov. 26, 1998, that
reliable aources assert Israeli scientists at the Nes Ziona bio-warfare lab

sovereignty is in direct ratio to the decline of Christian faith and
obedience to the Lord. Our nation is bogged down in sin, and
this has far greater and more permanent consequences than all the
political and economic problems put together. "For the wages of
sin is death." Jesus emphasized that it is no good to gain the
world, but in the end, lose your life.
God did not send his son to save the U.S.A. but to save every
individual who believes on him. He is not dependent on our nation. He is at work all over the world, and accomplishes His pwpose for His people in the worst of nations, in the worst of times.
Even now, as you read these lines, He is at work in you, "both to
will and to work, for His good pleasure."(Phil 2:13) And we
know what His pleasure is: "You shall love the Lord our God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind...you
shall love your neighbor as yourself." (Matt. 22:37,39)
The astonishing words of Jesus still apply: "Be not anxious...but seek first the kingdom of God, ffid his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you." (Matt. 6:33) - CD
are attempting to engineer deadly micro-organisms that only attack DNA
within the cells of victims with distinctive Arab genes. They have been
severely criticized by some leftwing Israeli parliamentarians.
PROFITS BEFORE PATIENTS. The CEO of United Healthcare was
paid $6.1 million in 1994. And Humana's chief exec earned atidy 2.2
million per year in '94 and '95. The typical health care CEO earned
close to $2.9 million in the last year. That's money they're supposed to

spend taking care of you. Also, your HMO may deliberately avoid hiring
the best doctors. Reason: If an HMO hired a top cardiologist, everyone
would want to see that doctor, which meiuls more treatments for the patient, more expenses for the HMO - and far less profits. So it doesn't
make economic sense to hire a top doctor that everyone wants to see!
The bottom line: Profits are now more important than patients. Big drug
companies "reward' doctors who prescribe their drugs with expensive
vacation, free gifts and fancy dinners. Drug companies will spend as
much as $5,000 per doctor to "educate" them about their newest chemical cures. In the meantime they work to make nutritional healing against
the law and continue to harass and persecute doctors who try to buck the
"big money'' system and put their patients first. (Healing Miracles,by

Dr. Julian Whitaker, M.D.)
ATHEIST BISHOP. "Episcopal Bishop John Selby Spong says there is
no personal God (Chr. News 7ll3). He rejects miracles, the Virgin Birth,

Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus as historical events. He said: 'I
would choose to loathe rather than to worship a deity who required the
sacrifice of his son' (Chr. Today 6/15). He favors ordaining homosexuals, speculates that Paul was a 'deeply repressed, selCrespecting gay
man,' and that the Virgin Birth maybe was to cover up Jesus' illegitimacy." (Calvary C ontender, 8l I 5 198)
McCARTHY VINDICATED - AGAIN. Sen. Joseph McCarthy is arggably the most reviled American public figure of the 20th century. Thus
it is of some note that the Oct. l8th New York Times carried an essay by
Ethan Bronner which admified - amid the expected ritual condemnations
of the late Wisconsin senator - that the opening of Russian archives and
the release of classified U.S. intelligence files has vindicated
"McCarthyism, if not McCarthy." Bronner grudgingly admits that "the
new documents certainly sully many icons of the old Ieft," such a Julius
Rosenberg and Alger Hiss. Recent scholarship has confirmed that "the
American goveffrment in the 1930s and '40s harbored hundreds of Communist spies and even more fellow travelers." The Observer of london
stated that "Historians are now facing the unpleasant truth that he
(McCarthy) was right." (C hr i s t i an N o,t s, I I I 30 1 98)
ACLU CHALLENGED The ACLU will now be confronted with a
counterpart organization. The American Civil Liberties Union claims to
protect civil rights, but almost without exception on a liberal basis. Now
a group of conservatives, Bob Meece and others, have formed the ACRU,
the American Civil Rights Union. They will press for the civil tights of
everybody.(Voice in the Wilderness,12198 Box 210098, Dallas, TX)-
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N"EW YEAR. The 39th year of THE WITNESS begins.
I greatty appreciate the help many of you have given to make it
possible, a-nd by our Heavenly Father's grac€ and your-sPPPol I
hope to continue it for years to come. God is good and faithful.

May He keep you close and bless you throughout

1999.

- CD

